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Power and Love? Seems like mismatch
at first glance. Or even a slightly kinky
relationship tip. ~ But words do not
always tell the full story. In his capacity
as EarthCollective Founding Member
and Living Lands Director, Dieter Van
den Broeck recently attended the
workshop, “ Embodyi ng Po
Two Essentials for
The workshop - hosted by REOS and
facilitated by Adam Kahane and Wendy
Palmer - was a strong blend between
theory and practical exercises.

On the one hand, the course provided
in-depth brainstorm sessions around
the theory described by Adam Kahane
in his book “ Power
tough social & or.g
In this book, Kahane provides facilita-
tors and coaches an insight and power-
ful analysis of what it takes to lead
change and to make a difference in
Ol AEAOUB 001 xAOSB

in many different contexts and also has
multiple meanings for many people.
Kahane uses the description given by
Paul Tiich: “ POWER i s
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everyone (person, organisation groups)

living to realize itself, with increasing
intensity
drive towards the unity of the sepa-
r at eBbth.can be generative or
degenerative. The challenge for all of us

- personal, groups, society - is to find
the balance between power and love.

Kouga Dam (SA): Last week was quite a
momentous one for the PRESENCE
Learning Village (PLV). This is for two
main reasons: 1. The PLV hosted its first
student workshop; and 2. The Learning
Lapa at PLV was offically opened.

The student workshop was the first of
its kind at the PLV and the new
Learning Lapa was put to full use. The
workshop was open to students
carrying out research geared towards
restoration and provided a platform for
them to meet and discuss ideas and
approches with like-minded students.

The workshop facilitated knowledge
sharing amongst students engaged
with restoration projects, improving
communication and understanding.
Various creative team exercises were
included to improve group dynamic.
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Positive ideas. Happening.

Many real-life examples were discussed:
i.e. cases where: only POWER or LOVE
was present; some interaction between
the two; or cases where there was a
strong link between POWER and LOVE.
Kahane describes those three stages as
‘falling’, ‘stumbl

On the other hand, Wendy Palmer used
OEA EAAA
provide powerful insights and exercises
on embodying POWER and LOVE to
create more presence, confidence and
compassion in our lives. Palmer draws
on her experiences from the tradition
of Aikido and mindfulness. Palmer gave
the opportunity to recognize how our
mind and body reacts to challenging
and stressful situations zZ and how we
can become more centred.
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great tools for furthering my personal
development, including those which
may help provide insights on the com-
plex social systems and challenges on
the landscape. These insights are
crucial if Living Lands is to achieve their
vision of * Col |l aborati

i ving | Asfadlisatos pfetise’

PRESENCE network, our mission is to
try to bring synergies and added value
to the landscape. The main aim is to
create an environment which, on the
one hand, can balance the LOVE: i.e.
trust, synergies, collaboration, social
learning, transdisciplinary research and

The students were treated to a guest
presentation by Japie Buckle (SANBI /
Working for Wetlands) about the state
of wetlands and wetland resotration
across areas of the Eastern Cape. Links
were made to ecosystem servcies,
stakeholder engagement, inter- &
transdisciplinary research & outreach.
Contact: odi@earthcollective.net

This event was followed by the opening
of the Learning Lapa. The inauguration
was one of celebration as a long-time
dream of establishing a multi-functional
educational facility at the PLV was
realised. Guests camefrom a number of
partner organisations including those
whose support has been critical in
building the Leanring Lapa Zi.e thanks
to: Gamtoos Irrigation Board (GIB);
Working for Water (& the nursery
teams); and our giving neighbours!
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partnerships for solving the challenges
of the region with the POWER: i.e. an
environment where individuals, com-
munities and organisations can reach
their own personal and professional
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| realise that we have been* st umb | i ng’

our way forward. However, with three
PRESENCE workshops, we have been
able to create a space where scientists
and implementers have engaged in
dialogue around their immediate chal-
lenges as well as the concerns of the
area. It is an achievement to move
people from focusing on their own day-
to-day problems to start identifying
AAAE
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where we are failing or * f a lislthatn
in a short space of time, people quickly
move back to their own environment
and with a primary focus on their own
challenges, i.e. the POWER leg.

The future task for the PRESENCE
network is to ‘ w a Iptovide both

- Space once a year to come together

and to create an environment where
people will work on their own realiza-
tion (POWER) but yet still take the
responsibility for helping to solve the
AEAIT T AT CAO T £ OEA
xET 1 A8 j,/6%Q86
Contact: dieter@earthcollective.net

Silvia Weel opened proceedings with a
word of thanks and presented the
broader idea behind the Learning Lapa:
a hub for learning linked to restoration,
propagation, cultivation and education.
The facility is available for workshops,
training, school visitis and other
community-based activities.

The event continued with ceremonial
tree-planting? each led by one of the
key groups of people who have helped
us see the Learning Lapa to fruition.
The final tree was planted by the
T O0O0AOUGO 71 OEET ¢
gave the Willowmore Cedar a warm
welcome to its new home with some
soulful singing. The day finished with
OEA OOAAEOEIT AI
complete with tasty home-cooked side
dishes. Thanks to all in attendence.
Contact: silvia@earthcollective.net

‘ I OEA0GO
sense, we have moved together from

)

V.3

EAI

i OEA
%A

31 60E


http://www.earthcollective.net/knowledge-tastes-best-when-shared/
http://www.earthcollective.net/knowledge-tastes-best-when-shared/
http://www.earthcollective.net/knowledge-tastes-best-when-shared/
http://www.earthcollective.net/dutch-win-with-a-football-field-filled-with-spekboom/

Page 2

Seasonal Supplement

Issue 10, 3rd Quarter ‘10

ht: PRESENCE Partners disc
for wetland restoration; Midd|

om: Everyone in action at th{
A alien plant clearing weekend.

The Living Lands team held i
00 OEI AAAAS Oi

and vision. Along with good
and team bonding, a key outcom
commitment to its role as al
OAAOAS DI AUAO ¢
I AAT OAOEi 1 O x1 Of
official vision for Living Lands|
ere to read the full story.

*  PRESENCE:
Ecosystem SErvices & Natural Capital, Eastern
Cape (SA). PRESENCE is a collaborative & multi-
stakeholder network aimed at guiding the
OAOOTI OAGETT i A& Oi EOET
PRESENCE is an initiative of EarthCollective; the
SA Living Lands foundation acts as secretariat.

Participatory Restoration of

PRESENCE in the Baviaanskloof is supported by
OEA $O0O0AE -EIEOOOU i,
& Landscape Services Programme (SELS).

Jennifer Foley (JF):
Carrying out her intern-
ship with Living Lands;

the Baviaanskloof and
project support for
various other activities.

Michael Schuurman(MS)
Looking at legal and
business options and a
& future strategy for the

§ St. Francis Thatch Farm
and surrounding areas.

Thokozani Mpanjwa
(TM): Supporting the
development of the PLV
~ Botanical Gardens with
plant propagation; tree
planting and assisting
the project coordination
team where needed.

active with PRESENCE in

RECREATING A WETLAND PRESENCE

Baviaanskloof (SA): The PRESENCE
network organized two insightful field-
trips in July to contribute to the alluvial
fan restoration work being imple-
mented in the Baviaanskloof. The
knowledge, gathered during the two
fieldtrips, was needed to support the
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in the Baviaanskloof Mega-Reserve.
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participatory and integrated catchment
restoration programme in the area.

Representatives from the following
PRESENCE partners joined the field-
trips: Eastern Cape Parks (ECP); Gam-
toos lIrrigation Board (GIB); Rhodes
University (RU); the South African
National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI);
local land-owners and Living Lands.

The initial field trip during the first week
of July was organized to obtain scien-
tific-based information about the scale
of degradation of the catchment sys-
tern and what is actuaily reeded to
restore it. During the two-day outing,
participants such as RU Professors Kate
Rowntree and Fred Ellery engaged with
the farmers whose land is under consid-
eration for the alluvial fan restoration.

The following field trip during the
second week of July provided informa-
tion about actual the measures which
could or should be implemented. For
example, should a structure be placed
to restore the hydrological system of
the alluvial fan and what kind of struc-
ture should that be? Implementers from
SANBI znd GIB were present, along
with an Eastern Cape Parks representa-
tive and an implementer of the environ-
mental impact assessment. Also partici-
pating in the field trip was Tim Jan
Huldman, an international water man-
agement student doing his internship
xEOE , EOQOEI ¢ , Al AOs8
really impressed by the knowledge and
collaboration of the PRESENCE part-
ners: together they gained the core
AAOA OEAO EO

Contact: marijn@earthcollective.net

9 Questions in 99 seconds with: Jen

HELPING HANDS HEALING LANDS

Rooihoek-Baviaanskloof (SA): The
Friends Of the Baviaanskloof Wilder-
ness Area (FOBWA) organized a gather-
ing for volunteers willing to help re-
move exotic and invasive plants. The
long weekend event was held at the
Rooihoek campsite in the stunning
Baviaanskloof Nature Reserve. The aim
was to remove stands of Black Wattle,
Sesbania and Port Jackson saplings
which are rapidly spreading along banks
and channels of the Kouga River.

-

The weekend was also an ideal chance
for students based at the PRESENCE
Learning Village (Kouga Dam) to get to
know each other better and for Living
Lands staff to put words into action.

Everyone enthusiastically hit the field
and had you seen the equipment which
came out of the bakkies and trailers,
you would have sworn something very
unpleasant was about to happen.
Armed with chainsaws, machetes,
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systernztically cleared their way down
the Kouga River with the vision that a
bit more water may be freed up for
people and ecosystems in the future -
and biodiversity has room to flourish.

Participants had the opportunity to
learn more about the Baviaanskloof
landscape from local experts such as
Japie Buckle who joined the weekend
and led the group on guided walks in
the surrounding area. Odi Selomane
AEOT T ,EOEI ¢ , ATAO
the guided walks, wilderness orienta-
tion talks and good exercise on offer, if
alien clearing weekends elsewhere
few
x1 O1 A

were to be organized this way,
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PRESENCE ON DA MAPA

Global (SA): PRESENCE in the
Baviaanskloofis now listed on MAPA.

4EA O- ADPEI C ! £OEAAS O (
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to map all the major protected areas on
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forgotten about too many of them
(protected areas) and consequently
many are protected in name only. If we
can help make them visible, their future
xEl1l AA AOEGEOAO®
director of the organization. Cool idea
and definitely highly relevant for the
Baviaanskloof Nature Reserve to be-
come one of the 1000 protected areas

to be included in the MAPA.
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An additional objective of MAPA is to
spatially locate research initiatives in
the African conservation context. Given
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it is important that people are aware of
our projects and people involved. So
PRESENCE in the Baviaansklobfs
included

therefore been in MAPA.  _
. ob

How do you view MAPA on your PC%

you have Google Earth installed on your

computer, you just need to go to the H

MAPA website and click on the top-left

Os$i xi1TAA OEA -1or 171
your Google Earth will be automatically

opened with the new MAPA layers.

Zoom into the Baviaanskloof regionand (J A ¢

you will find a green hand icon and a
Al OA 02068 #1 EAE 11
have information about the
Baviaanskloof and PRESENCE. Enjoy it.
On the MAPA website you will see
PRESENCE in the BaviaansKlisafd as
an example of action in the African
conservation mapping context: Click on
O4EA OOI OU i &£ AizbyOAOOAC
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gyesdearth,org
A few mohihs/of meaningfu

The Cape (SA): It has been an active
quarter for the eyes4earth initiative.

It started with a re-location to TerraPi
(in the Kouga Catchment) which has
been one of the case study areas for
- AOOEAXx : Ul OO0OAG
This allowed more regular and direct
contact with volunteers & community
involved in alien invasive clearing
(primarily the Black Wattle tree) . It also
enabled Matt to chat with various
people about their meaningful nature
experiences nearby or elsewhere.

This was followed by a trip to the an-
nual Fynbos Forum where Matt pre-
sented results from earlier work done
[ AEEI AOAT 80 bDAO.
Wattle and clearing.

Thereafter it was into Rooihoek
(Baviaanskloof) for helpful chats with
volunteers participating in the FOBWA
Alien Clearing weekend (& see page 2).
People were asked about their motiva-
tions and perceptions for joining the
weekend as well as about their own
Baviaanskloof stories. Thanks to all.

Revealing Research:

| n/i;lﬁ]ents

From there it was into the western
"AOEAAT GEI T 1T £ Of
&ET T 001 EAAOS Of
elders in the Baviaanskloof. It was an
amazing couple of days speaking with
the charming folk such as Oom Klaasie,
Oom Dena, Oom Hans & Opa Gaasies.
Big thanks to former intern Arnica van
Gaalen and Living Lands colleague Noél
Isaacs for their assistance. Footage is
currently being catalogued and the aim
is put it onto DVD for the local schools
so children may have access to stories
which are no longer told as in the past.

E

At the end of that week, we ventured
back over into the Langkloof to join an
education day facilitated by the
6, AT COAGCA 1T & OEA -
The aim of the day was to expose com-
munity youth to the natural and cultural
heritage on their doorstep. The story of
O(i x OEA Al APEAI O
AT E [ was told to a captive audience
and this set the scene for a day which
centred around visits to historic
KhoiSan Bushmen caves in a stunning
area along the Kouga River.

Birds which tell people

Australia: Around the world, there are
many examples of how indigenous
DAT DI AO OOAAAS
mans, we of course were readers and
ET OAODOAOAOO 1 & 6.
thousands of years before written text
was developed. Both oral and non-oral
cultures today maintain traditions of
AARET ¢ AAT A O DPAO
natural environment (eyes4earth is also
establishing the evidence for this).

Charles Darwin University (CDU) is
''''' AT AOI AT O
Central Australian Aboriginal languages.

Nagoya (JP): A ground-breaking book
is set to take stage next month. Keep
Ui 60 AUAOG 1 DPAT
3EOAO] #1011 OAOOETC
which will be officially launched on 26th
October at COP10 of the Convention of
Biological Diversity in Nagoya, Japan.

This is a book about places that matter
to the very depths of humanity. Places
of biological and cultural richness that
EAOA 1T EOAT AAAT O
oldest protected areas...and which have

similarly been home to some of the
most profound humankind experiences.

The 'cultural signs' used by Aboriginals

are social & environmental indicators.

OE / For example, there are signs that tell O people thingé 8

people when food is available, predict
the weather, warn people of bad
events and signal when kin are coming.

Much of this knowledge is in danger of
being lost as Aboriginal society rapidly
changes through internal and external

~

pressures. Aboriginal people would like
to see that such knowledge be docu-
mented and that resources are created
and made available to assist in the
transmission of this knowledge.

"AO
Cultural Values and Nature Initiative
.arkl Odth® g aubhbré\frortt dukaiGHa A
world to co-edit this insightful book in
celebration of this International Year of
Biodiversity 2010.

Sacred sites may well be some of the
last strongholds for building resilient
networks of connected landscapes.
ThAy ark dEem@ditdhave 3 chiticalrdldd
AOG o011 AAGE A O
bio-cultural fabric in the face of global
change and its pervading threats.
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¢ Source: Cultural Signs of Central Australia
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A few weeks were then spent sifting
through a lot of data, ideas and putting J
pen to paper (or fingers to keyboard as ' |
it were). A draft article is on its way.

Then off to Grahamstown for a brief
stop aimed at doing more interviews.
Thanks to Jonathan Pryor (Working for
Water) for his time and willingness to
be philosophical on a busy Monday
morning without coffee. Then it was
back over to TerraPi with a focus on
some experimental fieldwork utilizing
camera traps and some creativity.

Finally, there was the Community Wil-
derness Trail sponsored by the Ken-
chaan Foundation in partnership with
- eyesgearth. This 6-day trail took 7
Baviaanskloof youth out into the wild

xEAOA A EAIT O O1 AA({
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eyesdearth is an education outreach initia:
tive for ongoing PhD research currently|
being carried out by Matthew Zylstra at
Stellenbosch University TsamaHUBand
funded by theCentre for Invasion Biology

From Top: Storytime with Opa Gaasie
Storytime with Rodger Smith (LOTW); ar

Participants on the Kenchaan Wilderness
at TerraPi reconnect to nature at its beq

Thip-rnemel ileyel-akert
Things that birds let you know about

One product from the CDU research is a
series of posters A Al Bifkdéwhiéh tell
4EAU EI1 0d
species and the messages (i.e. ecological
and social events) they bring in four
Central Australian Aboriginal languages.
In many cultures, birds are used as
indicators for things happening in the
environment. They play a central role in
ancient and modern mythology and may
AO Oi AOGOAT
ence of game or food/water, seasonal
events as well as danger or bad news.

Click here to view related eyesgearth news story Abird poster from the Alyawarr language

AiTESO AOOEI
between the diverse approaches to the
conservation of cultural and biological

¢ diversity, applying a multidisciplinary

approach to recognizing, understand-

ing and managing sacred natural sites.

“f science is to ser

“[Thi s book] of fers
remind ourselves of the deep and meaning
ful relationships that many religions and
faith communities have with nature, dem-
onstrated by their devotion to sacred
natural sites such as those described
these p a-g klia Mirton-Lefévre,

Director IUCN,
Click here to Pre-Order or for more info.

ethical vigour. That demands values. But wl
might inform these? One basis is that which hun
experience has termed "the sacred". For sor
"the sacred" is a hypothetical concept. For othe]
itis a function of empirical experience in conscio
ness. Either way, this milestone of a book shq
that the impact on nature conservation can |

General, Switzerland.

hugely positive, inviting scholarly critique ar
appreciation.'

Professor Alastair McIntosh.

more than iust intellectual rigour, we also ned t o


http://www.earthcollective.net/volunteering-our-helping-hands-for-healing-lands/
http://eyes4earth.org/stories-bring-landscape-to-life/
http://eyes4earth.org/stories-bring-landscape-to-life/
http://www.consent.sun.ac.za/
http://tsama.org.za
http://academic.sun.ac.za/cib/
http://www.cdu.edu.au/sspr/aboutsspr.html
http://culturalvalues.org
http://www.cdu.edu.au/sspr/carn/documents/Alyawarr_wmark.pdf
http://www.cdu.edu.au/sspr/carn/birdposters.htm
http://www.cdu.edu.au/sspr/culturalsigns.htm
http://eyes4earth.org/cultural-signs-in-aboriginal-australia/
http://www.earthscan.co.uk/?tabid=102379&v=201
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know someone in the EarthCollective network. However, should you no longer wish to
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info@earthcollective.net. Any other feedback, comments, ideas for future news stories
or newsletter subscriptions can also be mailed to: info@earthcollective.net
(Seasonal Supplement Editor: Matthew Zylstra)

SKIMMING OR DIPPING? (BY M@2)
I feel like one of those flat skimming stones
Whom across the surface of life I've been thrown
With force and speed I skip and skim the water's skin
Not wanting to lose momentum for fear I'll fall in
To the depths below for I know not what they hold
Darkness, emptiness, stillness or so I've been told
So | skim over life not ever wanting to miss a beat
Not reaching the other side is a sure sign of defeat
And every skip on the surface feels like another year
The skips still quicken so that the gaps now disappear
Between hitting times of activity and pure times of rest
Frantically chanting the chant "I'm just doing my best"
I am that skimming stone with 66 skips I'm flat out
But I've lost my pace, sputter sputter, | begin to doubt
If I'll really make it to the pond of life's edge after all
What is there anyway except for a hard bumpy fall?
As | begin to slow, I dare to dip in, down and beneath
The surface of life; oh, quiet time and space to breathe
And what peace lies down here; how | wish | had known
For my next life, may I return as a rock & not a skim stone.

Poetry

All photos in the Seasonal Supplement are supplied by EarthCollective members unless otherwise stated.

About EarthCollective

News in a Nutshell Events & Agenda

Quotes of the Quarter

"There are two primary choices in life: to accept%A O O E # | 1 lvidiokh O &atehén© is:
conditions as they exist, or to accept responsibilityto act as a catalyst for creating, enabling Living Lands gave PRESENCE Learning
for chan g-beigwatleye mind facilitating initiatives that restore links  village activities exposure at the Gamtoos

success of an in ?eéwre%ne ﬂattu{eo %nd dhumann \a/tgllbegn%. Ci'c\j]u?e Festival in July. A display stall was
shared with GIB & Working for Water.

epe
conditibiljof/ &HSERNEP % R?%‘Weo"fe.as’happe”'"g-

. . . The Elemental Equity website is currently
person who says i tEarthgoliestys hagfarmyliged threg iptgry, | beifOfevised to accommodate some
t h e -Chimese Srovarb d Bnkipgprogrammes: eyegearth, PRESENCE

and the Cultural Values & Nature Initiative.

South Africa: South Africa:

The 4th Annual PRESENCE Workshop is
scheduled for Tuesday 7th December
(12pm) to Thursday 9th December (5pm).
Core objectives are to use the event as a
platform for reviewing progress during the
last three years as well as setting the
course for future research-implementation
strategies to drive restoration across the
Baviaanskloof Mega-Reserve.

“The
interior

“The

interrupt exciting new developments. It will be back
online soon. Internship student Martijn
Zijlemans has been active in finalizing the
Element: Air. Announcements to follow!

"Fear is that little darkroom where

negatives are developed* Michael Pritchard  Cultural Values & Nature Initiative (CVNI):

The 2010 Thicket Forum will be held at
Assegai Trails in the Eastern Cape from the
6th - 8th of October. A number of Living
Lands staff will attend.

mi nd,
its

“One’ s
regains

once str egvNihiseah adign résearcle projéctdvehéch
0 r-0.¢ Halmeed  fnhs Aoellcht kufdta and spiritual percep-
tions of nature and the environment and

NPRESENCE students Rick Peeters and Bart
Schoene continue to take impressive steps
Ol xAOA EI DI Al Al OEIl-C
(tourism-through-restoration-though tourism)
as volunteer programme in Baviaanskloof

Silvia Weel will attend the upcoming
conference of the South African Wildlife
Management Association (SAWMA).

integrate them into ecosystem manage-

ment, nature conservation and policy.
EarthCollective member Andrew Zylstra

eyesgearth:

eyesgearth.org is a research & education
initiative for reconnecting with nature
through meaningful
eyes4earth combines social

experience.
marketing
media to stimulate awareness and changes
in perceptions, attitudes and behaviour.

PRESENCE (Living Lands - secretariat):

has provided valuable support to multiple
initiatives in South Africa during recent
months. His audio-visual and multimedia
skills have been utilized with Elemental
Equity, eyesg4earth, EarthCollective &
PRESENCE (Learning Village) activities.

Work is underway to shortlist community
projects in and around the Baviaanskloof
Mega-Reserve which are eligible for fund-
ing through the Table Mountain Fund.

Participatory Restoration of Ecosystem A few of the Living Lands team recently

SErvices & Natural Capital,
PRESENCE functions as a collaborative
South-North platform to
catalyse new and existing programs for
O6i AET OOOAAI Eil ¢8 OEA
landscapes to support rural livelihoods.

support and

Eastern Capepresented at the national conference for

geography students at Rhodes University.

Bart van Eck & Odirilwe Selomane are
continuing on their mini African roadtrip

VNG BEBHCE poftners tp determipey ¢

their needs and desires from the network.

EarthCollective members Matt, Dieter,
Alejandra & Silvia will each take part in
instructing/facilitating the 2010 Wildlands
Studies Project? a 6-week tertiary course
aimed at introducing U.S students to
conservation in a South African context.

Global:

Bas Verschuuren is off to the COP10 of the
CBD in Nagoya to join the launch of his co-
edited book on Sacred Natural Sites.

Congratulations are in store this quarter
for long-time EarthCollective members:
Coen Boogerd, Philipp Gaertner and Maria
Piquer Rodriguez. We would all like to wish
them the very best for their respective
wedding days and trust that the future
brings much harmony and happiness...


http://www.earthcollective.net/feed/
http://www.linkedin.com/e/gis/1347517
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#/pages/PRESENCE-Learning-Village/166983175790?ref=ts
http://twitter.com/eyes4earth

