
The World Cup has finally arrived in 

South Africa. So it is hard to resist being 
predictable and using this event to fill 
this editorial  article with plenty of 
metaphors, puns and clichés. So that is 
exactly what we are going to do.  

Four years ago, I attended an interna-
tional  meeting for the Convention of 
Biological Diversity in Curitiba, Brazil. 
During that meeting some delegates 
received a shirt emblazoned with 
Ȱ#ÏÕÎÔÄÏ×Î ΤΡΣΡȱȢ  4ÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔ ÂÅÇÁÎȢ 
By 2010, the international community 
was going to celebrate reversing the 
loss of biodiversity worldwide.  Sadly, in 
this year of the International Year of 
Biodiversity, this is a game we have not 
yet won. We are losing. Time is ticking. 
And there is no guarantee that we will 
ÂÅ Á×ÁÒÄÅÄ ÁÎÙ ÍÏÒÅ  ȰÅØÔÒÁ ÔÉÍÅȢȱ 

The World Cup has kicked off. Much of 
the first week was characterized  by a  
lack of goals and unexciting matches.  
Commentators noted that the Cup  was 
being characterized by defensive play 
ÁÎÄ Á ÍÉÎÄÓÅÔ ÏÆ ÎÏÔ ×ÁÎÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ȰÌÏÓÅȱ 
rather than finding ways to win. Despite 
what is at stake, it has been surprising 
how many teams have showed not only 
a lack of steely determination but 
simply a general lack of creativity and 
urgency in their play. We have also 
witnessed how internal bickering is 
simply undoing teams at their seams. 

So what does this have to do with the 
conservation of biodiversity?  Maybe 
not much  except for a few metaphors. 

One cannot help but wonder how we 
are playing this game of conservation.   
Given what is at stake for civilisationɂ
(which is more than a stumpy gold 
trophy) ɂ are we teaming together 
with required creativity and urgency? Or 
have we in conservation (science) 
become our own worst enemy?  We are 
missing the targets and  simply not 
scoring the goals we set ourselves.                                
Team Biodiversity is facing elimination. 

Not only that, but we have too few  
supporters. What will it take to get our 
fan-base fanatical? When will we 
proudly wear our real team colours? If 
there is one thing we can learn from 
football, it is that  it stirs up strong 
global emotions like  little else. How do 
we ignite passion in Team Biodiversity? 
What sort of experiences will invoke 
public emotions to cheer this team on?   

And we need to consider our mindset. 
There was one match in this World Cup 
when the manager, in a move aimed at 
not losing after having a player sent off, 
substituted an attacker for a defender. 
We cannot say what message this sent 
the rest of his team but, as irony  would 
have it, the defensive substitute ended 
up handballing in the box. This gifted 
the opposition a penalty  and the win. 

How many times in conservation have 
we made the same mistake? In trying 
not to lose, we actually create a fearful 
mindset which uncannily brings that 
unwanted result into being! The psyche 
ÌÅÓÓÏÎ ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ȬÐÌÁÙ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÖÅÌÙȭ Ȣ  !Ì×ÁÙÓȢ 

And what happened to the football 
teams from previous World Cups that 
threw caution to the wind and dazzled 
with their style and bold risk-taking? No, 
they may not have come away with the 
grand-prize but they are remembered 
for the emotion and wonder generated 
while they were at play.  And I am sure 
those teams had damn good fun too. 

Similarly, in conservation, we are often 
too focused on the outcome: the result 
is what matters. We forget that the 
process is just as important, and many 
argue even more so. This process must 
consist of many of the same character-
istics as a top-class exciting football 
team would have: teamwork, balance, 
focus, communication, respect, energy,  
intent, determination, presence-of-
mind, passion, patience-the list goes on.    

Team Biodiversity must band together.  
We must change our mindset, our 
tactics, our strategy. We must create 
ÃÈÁÎÃÅÓȢ 7Å ÍÕÓÔ ÆÉÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȬÆÌÏ×ȭ ÔÈÁÔ  
allows a team to perform in  unisonɂto 
reach individual & collective potential. 
And  we must remember that it is still a 
ÇÁÍÅȡ ÌÅÔȭÓ ÐÌÁÙ ÆÁÉÒ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÆÕÎȢ   ͯ -: 

Langkloof (SA): The Baviaanskloof 
Mega-Reserve, together with Living 
Lands and Eastern Cape Parks, hosted a 
Conference and Biodiversity Action Day 
on 21-22 May at TerraPi in the 
Langkloof. The event was funded by 
the World Bank, UNDP, IUCN, WWF and 
the German Government. 
 
The conference on 22nd May marked 
the International Day of Biodiversity in 
this International Year of Biodiversity 
and was attended by about 60 
participants including landowners, 
officials from national and provincial 
departments, NGOs, economists, 
scientists and students. Addressing the 
conference, CEO of Eastern Cape Parks, 
Nokulunga Maswana, said that the 
"ÁÖÉÁÁÎÓËÌÏÏÆ ×ÁÓ ȰÂÌÅÓÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ 
such a large pristine wilderness area ɀ 
ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÆÅ× ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȢȱ 

Launching the new Eastern Cape Parks 
Biodiversity Stewardship Programme, 
Maswana said that the farming 
community were key partners in 
conserving biodiversity and ensuring 
effective catchment management, 
which would have the downstream 
effect of making more clean water 
available for the Nelson Mandela Bay 
Municipality (Port Elizabeth). 
 
Biodiversity stewardship was a major 
theme of the conference, with Tracey 
Potts of Eastern Cape Parks and Willeen 
Olivier of DEA addressing participants 
on the options available to landowners. 
The conference also heard about 
progress made on payment for 
ecosystem services ɀ finding creative 
ways to generate financial returns for 
biodiversity management practices, 
that have water and carbon benefits. 

In addition to the conference, 130 
schoolchildren took part in educational 
activities at TerraPi around the themes 
of Air, Water, Fire and Earth. 
Participants stayed in tipi tents, and 
family members attended parallel 
workshops on pottery, permaculture 
and plant propagation. 
 
For more info:, contact Tracey Potts at 
tracey.steyn@ecparks.co.za 
Original Article Source: C.A.P.E Action 
 
This event also saw Living Lands roll-out 
ÉÔÓ ÎÅ× ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ÆÏÒ ȰElemental Equityȱȡ 
a charitable fund for investing in nature. 
Elemental Equity allows individuals and 
businesses to invest in the restoration 
of Air (carbon), Water (water), Earth 
(biodiversity) & Fire (renewable energy)
in the Baviaanskloof Mega-Reserve.  
More info: marijn@earthcollective.net 

      

Hitting targets & scoring goals:                                                                        Hitting targets & scoring goals:                                                                        Hitting targets & scoring goals:                                                                        

   How can Team Biodiversity create more          chances?How can Team Biodiversity create more          chances?How can Team Biodiversity create more          chances?    

A few images from the Baviaanskloof Mega-Reserve 
Biodiversity Action Days (youth education and 
workshop) celebrated at TerraPi on 21-22 May 2010. 

      

BMR: Celebrating the International Day of BiodiversityBMR: Celebrating the International Day of BiodiversityBMR: Celebrating the International Day of Biodiversity    

4ÈÅ ÔÒÅÎÄÙ ,ÉÖÉÎÇ Ǫ ,ÉÆÅÓÔÙÌÅ ÓÈÏÐ ȬMienDomusȭ     

is the latest partner to support restoration in 

the Baviaanskloof.  As a socially & environmen-

tally aware business,  MienDomus is  compen-

sating CO2 production emissions by investing in 

spekboom plants through Elemental Equity. 

MienDomus plants a spekboom for every 

customer which spends 50 euro or more in 

their shop.  One hectare with 3000 spekboom 

cuttings is already being restored...!  

http://www.capeaction.org.za/index.php?C=enews&A=display&id=317
http://www.elementalequity.org
http://www.miendomus.nl
http://www.miendomus.nl
http://elementalequity.org
http://www.miendomus.nl


REMOTE-SENSING RESULTS 

Eastern Cape (SA): Anita Bayer recently 
provided valuable   results and feed-
back to the farmers she worked with 
during 2009. Anita, a PhD student from 
the German Aerospace Center (DLR),  
carried out soil sampling on various 
sites around Kirkwood and Somerset 
East in the Eastern Cape Province.  
Anita sent a letter to participating 
farmers and provided a spatial analysis 
of the soil samples  from their property. 
Included in her summary was a detailed 
map of sites visited; results of the 
chemical analysis of the collected soil 
samples; and maps showing the distri-
bution of each soil parameter on the 
land-Ï×ÎÅÒȭÓ ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÙȢ  !ÎÉÔÁȭÓ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ 
was dealing with the soil parameters of 
clay, iron and organic carbon and their 
connection to aerial remote sensing 
data. The knowledge of these soil 
parameters will also be used to asses 
land changes in the thicket biome and 
restoration through spekboom planting 

Former PRESENCE student Marian 
Vittek from Wageningen University 
(WUR) finalized results of his 2009 
thesis field research.  His work focused 
on  how changes in thicket vegetation 
(i.e. phenology) during seasons may be 
detected by aerial satellite images. The 
aims were mainly to validate on-
ground/field observations with what 
may be detected by satellite imagery.  
His resul ts conf irmed that :                          
1) Vegetation growth is highly corre-
lated with rainfall; 2) Degradation 
processes occurred many decades ago 
and recent changes (last 10 years) of 
vegetation status were influenced 
mainly by climatic factors; 3)  There is 
potential to use remote-sensing for 
continuous monitoring of thicket condi-
tion based this phenology assessment; 
and 4) Degradation monitoring using 
time series of remote sensing data may 
be a rapid and cost effective method 
for monitoring  thicket vegetation 
across large-scales. One application is 
for assessing the carbon sequestration 
rates across various (degraded)
landscapes at different times of year. 

%80/3).' "!6)!!.3ȭ "%.%&)43 

Wageningen (NL): Former PRESENCE 
thesis and intern student Lucie 
Chuchmakova presented artistic results 
of her thesis work in am an artistic 
exposition at Wageningen University.  
The two-week exposition was titled 
Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÄÉÄ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ ÄÏ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÔÏÄÁÙȩȱ Ǫ 
was timed to coincide with the Interna-
tional Day of Biodiversity on 22nd May. 

The exposition creatively showcased 
,ÕÃÉÅȭÓ ÔÈÅÓÉÓ ÒÅÓÕÌÔÓ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÁÓËÅÄ ÔÈÅ 
children of the Baviaanskloof about 
their relationship with nature.  

The exposition displayed the colourful 
drawings made by school children. 
These drawings formed part of the 
responses obtained by her research 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÐÅÒÃÅÐȤ
tions of ɀ and interactions with ɀ eco-
system services and biodiversity.  The 
ÒÅÓÕÌÔÓ ÏÆ ,ÕÃÉÅȭÓ ÔÈÅÓÉÓ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÁÒÅ 
being used by Living Lands, PRESENCE 
partners and the eyes4earth initiative 
to help guide the design of future 
environmental education programmes 
as part of a broader strategy to help 
reconnect youth to nature and further 
support restoration efforts in the area. 

,ÕÃÉÅȭÓ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÃÏÎÇÒÁÔÕȤ
lated as an excellent outreach effort for 
communicating scientific understanding 
of ecosystem services into the public 
domain in a simple and attractive way. 
In July, Living Lands will present this 
exposition to the Baviaanskloof schools 
×ÈÏ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ,ÕÃÉÅȭÓ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈȢ 

,ÕÃÉÅȭÓ 02%3%.#% ÔÈÅÓÉÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÓÈÉÐ ×ÁÓ 
supervised through Wageningen University and  
co-funded by the Anne van den Ban Fund. 

RAINFALL, EROSION & RESTORATION 

Western Baviaanskloof (SA): One of 
the most vital PRESENCE activities in 
the Baviaanskloof is the reforestation 
of denuded hill slopes with the native 
spekboom vegetation.  It is assumed 
that this action should enhance water 
infiltration in the soil and also reduce 
water run-off. In turn, this should lead 
help recover - and improve - the base 
flow of the Baviaans River. However, 
the actual and quantifiable effects of 
replanting spekboom on these varied  
hydrological aspects remains uncertain. 
Marjan Sommeijer (MSc, Wageningen 
University)  helped provide insight in to 
ÔÈÅÓÅ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓÅÓ ÂÙ ÃÁÒÒÙÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ȬÒÁÉÎÆÁÌÌ 
ÓÉÍÕÌÁÔÉÏÎȭ ÅØÐÅÒÉÍÅÎÔÓ ÏÎ ÓÐÅËÂÏÏÍ 
The initial results are promising...and 
interesting. So far it appears that spek-
boom replanting is far more critical (in 
terms of reduced erosion) on steeper 
slopes. Age of spekboom as a variable 
mainly comes into play when the shrub/
bush/tree is large and old; at which time 
it becomes an excellent water catcher.   
In general, replanted hill slopes appear 
to have higher infiltration rates and 
reduced run-off, which is good for the 
base flow and erosion mitigation!   

Baviaanskloof Mega-Reserve (SA): 
Martijn Zijlemans (student, VHL/WUR) 
recently joined experts Mike Powell 
(spekboom, carbon) and Jan Vlok 
(botanist) for three days fieldwork for 
research on ecologically degraded 
thicket areas in in Cambria, Goede Hoop 
and Baviaanskloof. From a conservation 
perspective, almost all slopes in 
Baviaanskloof are considered unhealthy 
ÏÒ ÅÖÅÎ ȰÓÉÃËȱȢ 4ÈÅ ÔÅÁÍ ÍÁÐÐÅÄ ÔÈÅ 
various biomes occurring in the areas 
visited and rated the degradation levels 
respectively. In the Gamtoos Bontveld 
and Gamtoos Valley Thicket,  spekboom 
was present: occurring at 15% and 40% 
respectively. This field and mapping 
exercise was done in order to support 
future prioritization and implementa-
tion of spekboom restoration across 
these biomes.  (Text: M. Zijlemans) 

Contact: Bart van Eck  bart@earthcollective.net 

Free-time? YJ: Ȱ'Ï ÏÕÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ Ǫ ÈÁÖÅ 
Á ÂÅÅÒȢȱ 

MZ:  Ȱ'ÕÉÔÁÒȟ ÆÏÏÔÂÁÌÌ Ǫ ×ÁÔÃÈÉÎÇ ÍÏÖÉÅÓ 
with friends, playing cards, drink beers & go 
ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÒȢ ȱ 

HB: Ȱ*ÕÓÔ ÒÅÌÁØ - most of the time during 
ÔÈÅ ×ÅÅËÅÎÄȢȱ 

Fitness? YJ: Ȱ) ÄÏ ÉÔ ÅÖÅÒÙ ×ÅÅËȢ %ÖÅÒÙÄÁÙ ÉÎ 
The Netherlands I go to the train station by 
bike. Here (Kouga Dam) I walk this big hill. 

MZ:  Ȱ.ÏÔ ÆÉÔȢȱ 

HB:  Ȱ*ÕÓÔ ÒÕÎÎÉÎÇ ȟ ÊÏÇÇÉÎÇȢȱ 

Favourites? YJ:Ȱ"ÏÙÆÒÉÅÎÄȟ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ Ǫ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȱ 

MZ: Ȱ 'ÕÉÔÁÒȟ ÆÏÏÔÂÁÌÌ Ǫ ÃÏÏËÉÎÇɂÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÍÙ 
ÎÏÒÍÁÌ ÄÁÙȢȱ 

HB:Ȱ4ÒÁÖÅÌÌÉÎÇ Ǫ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÍÅȱ 

Family?  YJ:  Ȱ)ȭÖÅ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÂÏÎÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÙ 
ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȟ )ȭÖÅ Υ ÓÉÓÔÅÒÓ Ǫ ) ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÅÍ ÁÌÌȢ )ȭÖÅ 
Σ ÇÒÁÎÄÍÏÔÈÅÒ Ǫ ÓÈÅȭÓ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÍÅȢ  

MZ:  Ȱ'ÒÁÎÄÍÏÔÈÅÒȣ×ÅÌÌ ) ÃÁÎ ÎÁÍÅ 
ÔÈÅÍ ÁÌÌ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ ÍÙ ÈÅÁÄȢȱ 

HB: Ȱ-Ù ÍÏÔÈÅÒ Ǫ  ÆÁÔÈÅÒɂ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȱ 

Food?  YJ:  Ȱ) ÌÏÖÅ ÆÏÏÄȟ ) ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÅÎÊÏÙ ÉÔ ÉÆ ) 
go to a good restaurant. I love it.  

MZ:  Ȱ)ÎÄÉÁÎ Ǫ -ÅÄÉÔÅÒÒÁÎÅÁÎɂthose  are 
ÍÙ ÆÁÖÏÒÉÔÅÓ Ȣȱ 

HB: Ȱ)ÔÁÌÉÁÎȦȱ 

Fears?  YJ: Ȱ3ÎÁËÅÓ Ǫ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÁÌÏÎÅȢȱ 

MZ:  Ȱ(ÅÉÇÈÔÓ - ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ) ÌÏÓÅ ÓÏÍÅÂÏÄÙȢȱ  

HB: Ȱ)Æ ÓÏÍÅÂÏÄÙ ) ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÌÏÖÅ ÄÉÅÓȣÔÈÁÔȭÓ 
×ÈÁÔ ) ÆÅÁÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔȢȱ 

9 Questions in 99 seconds with:  Yvon, Martijn & Heleen  

Yvon Joosten (YJ):  

Creating a marketing 

plan for the proposed 

botanical gardens at the 

PRESENCE Learning 

Village (Kouga Dam) 

Martijn Zijlemans (MZ):   

Guiding an operational 

payments system for 

Elemental Equity. Also 

investigating how 

farmers can become 

practically involved in 

carbon trading. 

Heleen ter Brugge (HB): 

Supporting the EC Parks 

land-owner stewardship 

programme in the 

western Baviaanskloof. 

Includes visiting land-

owners to carry out the 

initial  site assessment.    

The PRESENCE Network PageThe PRESENCE Network PageThe PRESENCE Network Page   
Updates from recent research in the Baviaanskloof MegaUpdates from recent research in the Baviaanskloof Mega --Reserve & beyond...Reserve & beyond...   

Top: Marjan & and EC Parks rangers 

experiment with the rainfall simulator; 

Middle: ,ÕÃÉÅȭÓ ÅØÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ 7ÁÇÅÎÉÎÇÅÎȠ 

Above: PRESENCE students take time out 

with Baviaanskloof farmers. 

* PRESENCE: Participatory Restoration of 

Ecosystem SErvices & Natural Capital, Eastern 

Cape (SA). PRESENCE is a collaborative & multi-

stakeholder  network aimed at guiding the 

ÒÅÓÔÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ȬÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÌÁÎÄÓÃÁÐÅÓȭ ÉÎ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȢ   

PRESENCE is  an initiative of EarthCollective;  the 

SA Living Lands foundation acts as secretariat. 

PRESENCE in the Baviaanskloof is supported by 

ÔÈÅ $ÕÔÃÈ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ɉ,.6Ɋ ÁÎÄ 752ȭÓ %ÃÏÓÙÓÔÅÍ 

& Landscape Services Programme  (SELS). 

Facebook? YJ: Ȱ) ÈÁÖÅ ÏÎÅȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÇÏÏÄ ÔÏ 
ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ Ǫ ÓÅÅ ÐÈÏÔÏÓ ÆÒÏÍ 3!ȱ 

MZ:  Ȱ 0ÉÃÔÕÒÅÓȟ ÃÏÎÖÅÒÓÁÔÉÏÎȟ ËÅÅÐ ÉÎ ÔÏÕÃÈȢ 
If you travel around it is good to have one 
ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÉÎ ÔÏÕÃÈ ×ÉÔÈ ÅÖÅÒÙÂÏÄÙȢȱ 

HB: Ȱ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ &ÁÃÅÂÏÏËȢ ) ÐÒÅÆÅÒ (ÙÖÅÓȱ 

Future? YJ: Ȱ&ÉÎÉÓÈ ÍÙ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ Ǫ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÁÔȣ
) ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ×ȣÍÁÙÂÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÏÒ ÍÁÙÂÅ 
ÆÉÎÄ Á ÊÏÂȢȱ 

MZ:  Ȱ(ÁÐÐÉÎÅÓÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÙ ÇÉÒÌÆÒÉÅÎÄ ÁÎÄ 
family. Not a career. I just want to be happy 
ÁÎÄ ÄÏ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÇÏÏÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȢȱ 

HB: Ȱ/È *ÅÓÕÓȦ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ËÎÏ× ×ÈÁÔ )ȭÌÌ 
do in the futureɂ ÍÁÙÂÅ ÔÒÁÖÅÌ ÂÕÔ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ 
ËÎÏ× ÙÅÔȢȱ 

Fieldwork? See profiles to left-side of page.  

 


