
Baviaanskloof (SA):  In the previous issue 
of Seasonal Supplement student Wietske 
Fousert described the concept of 
Ȱrestouresȱ - Restoration through Tourism 
through Restoration. Wietske recently 
completed her internship which reports on 
the potential and feasibility for developing 
this voluntary tourism programme within 
the local context of the Baviaanskloof.  
 
The report identifies the challenges and 
opportunit ies of the restoures 
ɉÁÌÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÌÁÂÅÌÌÅÄ ȰÒÅÓÔÏÕÒÉÓÍȱɊ ÁÓ 
perceived by local stakeholders. It assesses 
the potential within the existing tourism 
market and provides preliminary insights 
which should help further the planning 
process and implementation of the pro-
posed concept. In summary, the outcomes 
of this research indicate that voluntary 
tourism linked to socio-ecological restora-
tion could be a promising approach for 
local tourism development. The next 
sections present summary results as 
identified through stakeholder interviews: 
 
Challengesɂ Residents perceive lack of: 
time availability; professional (tourism-
specific) skills; Cooperative approach to 
tourism development; Social cohesion 
within local communities; Simple and 
efficient community and valley-wide 
organisational structures which encourage 
members to develop ideas; financial and 
educational capacity; shared vision and 
cooperation within the western 
Baviaanskloof and  with the Eastern Cape 
Parks  and the Baviaans Municipality.  

Opportunitiesɂ Tourist surveys show: 
Voluntary tourism is a growing market;  
Visitors showed genuine interest in partici-
pating in restoures;  67.7% of the respon-
dents indicated willingness to support 
restoures;  18.5% would contribute in a 
financial / passive way and, promisingly, 
49.2% indicated they would be willing to 
participate in a more active way. Restoures 
has the potential to increase economic 
benefits for the existing tourism business. 
Of the respondents willing to support 
restoures: 41.5% stated a willingness to 
extend their vacation in the Baviaanskloof; 
35.4% would return more often to see the 
progress of restoration; and 13.8% think 
they would spend more money in doing so. 
4ÏÕÒÉÓÔÓȭ ÄÅÓÉÒÅ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÍÏÒÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ 
Baviaanskloof provides fresh opportunities 
for education & brings additional benefits 
in terms of realising sustainable tourism. 
 
The main motivations for tourists are: 
concern about global environmental 
problems and desire to improve the local 
ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔȠ ÄÅÓÉÒÅ ÔÏ ȬÇÉÖÅ ÂÁÃËȭȠ  
opportunity for cultural and social interac-
tion with local people. This creates direct 
and indirect opportunities for local com-
munities. Through the employment of 
local community members as guides and 
planting teams restoures offers direct 
opportunities but it also creates a space 
for social interaction where tourists can be 
informed about the history and cultural 
values of the environment. Combined with 
the linkages to be made to community-
based tourism initiatives, restoures could 

create multiple opportunities and attract a 
market for communities to become more 
involved in tourism. Although restoures 
might be to the greater long-term benefit 
of all, the initial focus should be on sup-
porting local community livelihoods. 
 
Way forwardɂ Identify the leaders in the 
community who are motivated and have 
the capacity to be trained and educated to 
become a restoures guide;  Encourage 
communities to be a part of the develop-
ment process which in turn might stimu-
late members to develop new spin-off 
tourism initiatives;  Foster valley-wide 
cooperation and seek partnerships with 
organisations/institutions which  supports 
restoures;  Create an administrative and 
organisational structure within the west-
ern Baviaanskloof to be able to implement 
concepts such as restoures and be respon-
sible for coordinating this activities on site; 
If sufficient time/resources lacking, seek 
involvement from an outside funding, 
education and/or training organisation.   
 
Whilst tourism still remains in its nascent 
phases for the area, it is perceived by 
landowners to become their primary 
source of income in the future. Proposed 
voluntary tourism concepts such as re-
stoures have the potential to deliver 
multiple benefits for multiple stakeholder 
groups. Restoures is the type of initiative 
which can be scaled: it can start small and 
grow in line with community motivation, 
tourism enthusiasm and outside support. 
Contact: presence@livinglandscapes.co.za 

Global: Another season has passed and 
events of all sorts continue to happen 
around us. To better adapt to these fluctu-
ÁÔÉÎÇ ÃÙÃÌÅÓ ÏÆ ȬÕÐÓȭȟ ȬÄÏ×ÎÓȭ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÍÅÎÔÓ 
ÏÆ ȬÇÏȭ ÁÎÄ ȬÎÏ-ÇÏȭȟ ×Å ÆÅÌÔ ÉÔ ÔÉÍÅ ÌÏÏË 
back on past visions, strategies, objectives 
ÁÎÄ ÌÅÓÓÏÎÓ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄȢ %ÁÒÔÈ#ÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÖÅȭÓ 
efforts are largely aimed at trying to close 
the gap growing between humans and 
nature. And, as most of you know, a num-
ber of the EarthCollective team is situated 
in the southern hemisphere where the 
winter is setting in. Therefore, we naturally 
decided to use our link with nature and 
also go into a form of hibernation.  
 
Organisational Learning expert Peter 
3ÅÎÇÅ ÃÁÌÌÓ ÉÔ Ȭ3ÕÓÐÅÎÓÉÏÎȭȠ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÍÅÎÔÓ 
when an organisation needs to reduce the 
doing, reflect, revaluate before embarking 
on the next phase. EarthCollective is using 

this season to suspend, redirect some 
ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ȬÌÅÔ ÇÏȭ ÏÒȟ ÉÎ ÏÔÈÅÒ ×ÏÒÄÓȟ ÔÏ 
sense where we are at the moment and 
where we would like to go in the future.  
 
"ÕÔ ÄÏÎȭÔ ×ÏÒÒÙȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÁÌÁÒÍÉÎÇȢ 4ÈÉÓ 
ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ Á ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÁÎÙ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÓÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ 
strategy. We are more than ever convinced 
that there is sufficient collective ambition 
to recreate a more sustainable society. 
During this time, we will engage key mem-
bers in dialogue to better sense the path 
needed to take to make the right changes. 
This will help prepare the collective to be 
more open to establishing presence (not 
only the network, but the state of mind) so 
when spring arrives we will be in a position 
to crystallize various initiatives. We believe 
using this natural cycle allows us to grow 
more resilience in achieving our objectives. 
 

In the coming months we anticipate: new 
students arriving at the Learning Village 
ɉ+ÏÕÇÁ $ÁÍɊȠ ȬÏÌÄȭ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÆÉÎÁÌÉÚÉÎÇ -3Ã 
reports; four new members (Kim, Mahe, 
Marijn and Coen) engaging with a range of 
initiatives; PRESENCE in the Baviaanskloof 
to be in full swing; contract signed be-
tween Living Lands and Dutch Ministry 
LNV for investment in PRESENCE; a visit 
from the Dutch Minister for LNV 
(November);  launch of the Ideas Trust;  
preparation of new field education 
courses;  and a few other things on the list. 
 
For next issue, we should also be able to 
launch a new EarthCollective website to 
facilitate better external communication to 
and enabling us to reach shared objectives. 
 
Contact: info@earthcollective.net 
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ÁÔ ÇÕÉÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ȬÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÌÁÎÄÓÃÁÐÅÓȭ ÉÎ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȢ   02%3%.#% ÉÓ  ÁÎ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅ ÏÆ %ÁÒÔÈ#ÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÖÅȠ  ÔÈÅ 3! ,iving Lands agency acts as official secretariat. 

Voluntary tourism, restoration and the Baviaanskloof...Voluntary tourism, restoration and the Baviaanskloof...Voluntary tourism, restoration and the Baviaanskloof...   

                                             A match made in heaven?A match made in heaven?A match made in heaven?   

EarthCollective: suspending through cycles of changeEarthCollective: suspending through cycles of changeEarthCollective: suspending through cycles of change   

From above: Multi-faceted sustainability;      
Nuwekloof pass; Caves at Rietrivier  (W Fousert) 



Baviaanskloof-Gamtoos catchments:   

INSITUTIONAL REQUIRMENTS FOR PES 

Earlier this year, Wageningen University 
student Haider Ali Javed completed his 
thesis research on investigating the institu-
tional arrangements required to imple-
ment Payment for Environmental Services 
(PES) in Baviaanskloof-Gamtoos catch-
ments.  Although PES schemes should be 
designed in a way to fit their particular 
contexts, they do not operate in a legal, 
social or political vacuum, and need to be 
scrutinized for laws, policies and institu-
ÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÆÆÅÃÔ ÔÈÅÍȢ (ÁÉÄÅÒȭÓ ÓÔÕÄÙ 
focuses on:  

1. Prevailing legal and institutional frame-
work of water affairs in the study area; and 
2. Land reform process in South Africa and 
its potential impact on any future PES 
scheme in terms of implications for partici-
pation by established and emerging farm-
ers.  The institutional capacities of various 
identified institutions surrounding the 
water and land affairs were analyzed in 
terms of the individual skills and perform-
ance, management capacity, networking 
capacity, public governance, and financial 
management.  

The results of the study show that the 
South African legislative environment is 
very conducive for PES with much of the 
relevant legislation supporting the estab-
lishment of markets for environmental 
services. The institutional analysis however 
shows that the capacity of various govern-
ment departments and local governance 
structures is very low. There is an almost 
uniform lack of trust from communities 
towards the governmental departments 
owing to their inability to provide services 
and perform their jobs efficiently, which 
provides a major constraint for establish-
ment of water markets. Other constraints 
include inter-institutional deficiencies in 
education, training, resources, motivation, 
flow of information & accessibility, com-
munication, implementation and public 
participation, awareness and outreach. 

Analysis of the capacities of the farming 
community in the downstream area shows 
broad differences between established 
and emerging farmers in terms of educa-
tion, adaptability, finances, and manage-
ment capacities, and would require extra 
efforts on part of government to increase 

the respective capacities of emerging 
farmers. The study concludes that emerg-
ing farmers are currently not in a position 
to participate in a voluntary PES scheme. 

3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÐÒÏÐÏÓÅÄ #ÁÔÃÈÍÅÎÔ -ÁÎȤ
agement Agency (CMA) rollout would 
appear to hold the most potential as the 
most appropriate institution to operate 
the scheme. However, due to the  delays in 
ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ #-!ȭÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
Baviaanskloof-Gamtoos catchments, 
Haider provides his own  interim institu-
tional model for operating a regional PES 
scheme until CMAs become operational.  

Haider further recommends that tailored 
skills training, trust-building, communica-
tion flow and PES awareness programmes 
are needed. Scientific studies are also 
recommended to illustrate the benefits of 
landscape restoration and related PES 
schemes.  Last but not least, one must 
monitor the political environment ɀ as well 
as regional social and economic trends ɀ as 
they will have a deciding influence. 

ɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂ 

BLUEPRINTS FOR A COMMUNITY-BASED 
ENVIRONMENTAL EDCUATION CENTRE 

Lucie Chuchmakova recently completed 
her internship report which was aimed at 
devising a project plan for implementing 
youth environmental education pro-
grammes in the Baviaanskloof. Lucie found 
that many stakeholders see a need to raise 
the current level of environmental educa-
tion in the Baviaanskloof valley. This would 
need to extend beyond what the local 
primary school could provide and find its 
roots in a local environmental education 
centre (EEC).   

,ÕÃÉÅȭÓ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÐÌÁÎ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ Á ÓÔÅÐ-by-step 
implementation strategy for realising the 
following aims:  

1. To provide all children in the valley with 
the possibility to attend lessons in environ-
mental education and to participate in a 
wide spectrum of different activities;           

2. To increase youth awareness of children 
in the valley about: importance and bene-
fits of ecosystem services (in a way in 
which they can understand/experience;  
sustainable use of these services; address-
ing current/future  environmental concerns  

3. To interconnect the EEC with PRESENCE 
Learning Village and thus enable or/and 
support continuous information flow, 
communication and cooperation among 
primary, secondary, external stakeholders;   

4. To create grass roots environmental 
awareness among local children who are 
likely to play a critical role as custodians in 
managing the Baviaanskloof in the future;   

5. To create a place where the children can 
spend their free time in a "good way";  

6. To support/improve cooperation and 
communication among local residents  

7.To create an educational centre that will 
allow local people (and tourists) to access 
information about the surrounding area, 
environmental issues and possible ways to 
work collaboratively to mitigate them.   

Lucie found that such a proposal has the 
broad support of many local residents and 
much of required infrastructure is in place.  
A preliminary costing found that the 
proposal would require limited investment 
in order to become a prospering reality. 

ɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂ 

PRESENCE: A LEARNING ORGANISATION? 

Arjan Hassing recently completed his 
comprehensive analysis on the present 
performance of PRESENCE. The objective 
ÆÏÒ ÈÉÓ ÔÈÅÓÉÓ ×ÁÓ ȰÔÏ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
further evolution of PRESENCE as a learn-
ing network by assessing its current per-
formance in relation to the dimensions of 
ÓÕÃÈ ÎÅÔ×ÏÒËÓȱȢ  !ÒÊÁÎ ÃÏÍÂÉÎÅÄ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÁȤ
tion and stakeholder interviews to rate 
learning organisation criteria. In the short 
period of existence of PRESENCE, much 
has already been achieved with perform-
ance on leadership, trust and facilitation 
generally highly rated. However, a number 
of shortcomings were also identified such 
as participation and level of engagement. 

!ÒÊÁÎȭÓ ×ÏÒË ÉÓ ÈÉÇÈÌÙ ÒÅÌÅÖÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
future evolution of PRESENCE and its 
potential to effectively guide landscape 
restoration of in the Eastern Cape. The 
following Seasonal Supplement will revisit 
!ÒÊÁÎȭÓ ÒÅÓÕÌÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÓÓÅÓÓ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 
future implications in greater detail. 

For information on any of the above: 
presence@livinglandscapes.co.za   

Facebook? Ȱ!Èȟ ÙÅÓȢ ) ÆÉÎÄ ÉÔ Á ÓÎÅÁËÙ ×ÁÙ 

of getting into what other people are 

doing [laughs] but a nice way of keeping in 

contact with a lot of people.ȱ 

Future? Ȱ4ÏÔÁÌÌÙ ÕÎÃÌÅÁÒ...but [it will be]

×ÉÔÈ Τ ÏÒ Υ ËÉÄÓȢȱ 

 Fieldwork? Ȱ$ÏÉÎÇ ÍÙ ÔÈÅÓÉÓ ÏÎ ÔÏÕÒÉÓÍ 

and landscape restoration. Looking at the 

willingness of tourism operators to be-

ÃÏÍÅ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ ÃÏÎÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎȢ ȱ  

 

Family? Ȱ3ÐÒÅÁÄ ÏÕÔ ɍÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÃÅɎȢ ) 

ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÅÍ Á ÌÏÔ ÁÎÄ ÍÉÓÓ ÔÈÅÍȢ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÓÅÅÍ 

ÔÈÅÍ ÖÅÒÙ ÏÆÔÅÎȢȱ 

Food? Ȱ) ÌÉËÅ ÃÏÏËÉÎÇȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÎÉÃÅ ÔÏ ÄÏȢ ) ÁÌÓÏ 

ÌÉËÅ )ÎÄÉÁÎ ÆÏÏÄ Á ÌÏÔȢȱ 

Free-time? Ȱ4ÒÁÖÅÌ ÁÎÄ ÓÐÏÒÔÓȢȱ 

Favourites? Ȱ7ÁÒÍ ×ÅÁÔÈÅÒȢ 3ÕÍÍÅÒÓ ÉÎ 

Montreal...there are a lot of festivals and 

ÆÒÅÅ ÓÈÏ×Ó ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÒÅÅÔÓ Ȣȱ 

Fears? Ȱ3ÎÁËÅÓȦȱ 

Fitness?  Ȱ3×ÉÍÍÉÎÇȟ ÃÙÃÌÉÎÇȢȱ 

The real voyage of discovery consists not in 

seeking new territories                                             

but in having new eyes.  -  M. Proust  

To be like you want to be, be like a bee. If the 

bee wasted its time comparing its big body with 

its small wings, it would not be flying today.        

-  S. Zondo 

FEAR = False Evidence Appearing Real                     

-  M. Lossier 

...we shall not desist from exploration and the 

end of our exploration will be to arrive where 

we started, and will be know to the place for 

the first time.          - T.S Eliot 

9 Questions in 99 seconds with: Annie Montpetit  

(Canadian MSc student, Albert-Lüdwigs Universität, Freiburg, Germany ) 

Annie: Will be based at Kouga Dam from June 

until early September.  A theme of her thesis is 

linking sustainable tourism to ecosystem 

services and the restoration of natural capital  

 

ȰThere is a lack of communication; 

things are being done twice. For 

example ...a lot of information is 

stored in old filing systems which 

municipalities cannot access. 

Centralising information and 

facilitating accessibility may help 

overcome this. But one cannot 

plan and manage resources 

effectively just on the basis of 

information. Availability of 

information and use of 

ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÒÅ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÔÈÉÎÇÓȢȱ 

- Haider Ali Javed 
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Diagram: A Hassing 



 
 

PEOPLE'S TOWN 
The food is sitting heavy 

The mind is thinking steady 
The waitress is ever ready 
But I've told her already 

"Just another warm Rooibos tea 
I am in no hurry you see 

7ÁÉÔÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÂÕÓȟ ÊÕÓÔ ÌÅÔ ÍÅ ÂÅȱ 
Here under blue lights at Wimpy  

It is another Friday night 
Not a lot to really excite 

Wait. A child and her face alight 
In nothing she finds pure delight. 

 

                        - m@ 

 

 

 

Introducing the Ideas TrustIntroducing the Ideas TrustIntroducing the Ideas Trust 

~ Connecting and creating with Ideas Trust~ 

Wageningen (NL):  EarthCollective is 
ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÉÎ ÃÁÔÁÌÙÚÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ Ȱ)ÄÅÁÓ 
4ÒÕÓÔȱ ɍÉȡÔÒÕÓÔɎ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÓ 
in the Wageningen, The Netherlands.  

The [i:trust] is an innovative concept in 
social (sustainable) entrepreneurship 
which will allow young professionals to 
ÃÒÅÁÔÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Î Ȭ4ÒÕÓÔȭ ÆÏÒ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÎÇ 
micro-finance to allow them to decide how 
to put their inspired ideas into practice for 
improving global quality of life. 

The [i:trust] is being initiated with the 
vision of:  actively stimulating students, 
graduates and alumni to network with one 
another and brainstorm together about 
ideas that aim for ecological and social 
integrity; organize workshops/events/
training to facilitate networking and learn-
ing for sustainability; and give students/
alumni the opportunity to create their own 
funding through micro-credits and a grant-
based system. 

The [i:trust] team are currently working on 
designing a website, marketing plan and 
promotional video to support a planned 
launch in September 2009. As a first 
ȬÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌȭ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÙȟ ɍÉȡÔÒÕÓÔɎ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ 
the 5th of May Liberation Day event in 
Wageningen. With [i:trust] t-shirts bran-
ÄÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÔÅØÔ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ Ȱ9ÏÕÒ 'ÒÅÅÎ )ÄÅÁÓȢ 
(ÁÐÐÅÎÉÎÇȱȟ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÁÍ ÁÓËÅÄ ÆÅÓÔÉÖÁÌ-goers 
about their own sustainable ideas with 
some surprising results. Opinions were 
voiced on the need for a service which 
could motivate and enable youth to get  
ideas happening. Enthusiasm was gener-
ally shared about the potential of [i:trust] 
in kick-starting something worthwhile. 

Meanwhile, seven WUR students are 
carrying out their Academic Consultancy 
Training for [i:trust]. Their keen market 
research activities have given us a better 
insight into the demand and motivation to 
engage in [i:trust].  They have  composed 
a list of over 150 interested students. 

Next steps in the launch process are to get 
a dynamic [i:trust] -community going to 
include amongst others: planned participa-
tion in the Wageningen University Intro-
duction Days (infomarket August 26);  and 
helping to organize a social entrepreneur-
ship event in Wageningen during the 
Global Entrepreneurship Week in Novem-
ber. Possible links to Wageningen Univer-
ÓÉÔÙȭÓ ÐÒÏÐÏÓÅÄ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÃÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÕÍ 
are being explored and discussed, as well 
as links to existing university networks.  

[i:trust] would like to acknowledge the 
support to date from the Wageningen 
Student Organisation (WSO); Progressive 
Student Party (PSF); Wageningen Univer-
sity Foundation (WUF), Wageningen 
Environmental Platform (WEP) as well as 
useful feedback from enviu, the Student 
Entrepreneurship Centre (StOC) and the 
Wageningen Business Generator.  

Contact: kim@earthcollective.net 

An interesting article by Biggs et al (2008) 

examined processes used in environmental 

conservation efforts for rivers. An empha-

sis is on those in the Kruger National Park 

Rivers Research initiative and its alignment 

to water law reform processes in South 

Africa designed to achieve sustainable use. 

Biggs et al (2008) draw on Senge (2005) 

and Olssen et al (2004) in tracing inter-

linking processes related to scientific 

enquiry, conservation, social change and 

legislative reform - illustrating the value of 

both the slow steady building of knowl-

edge, connections and values, and the 

ÅÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅ ȬÓÅÉÚÉÎÇ ÏÆ Á ×ÉÎÄÏ× ÏÆ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕȤ

ÎÉÔÙȭ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 7ÁÔÅÒ 

Act to forge a path of sustainability in SA. 

4ÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÓ  ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ #ÁÒÌ *ÕÎÇȭÓ ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔ ÏÆ 

synchronicity in suggesting that: 

Ȱopportunities for notable change arise 

through synchronous processes that, al-

though not necessarily all connected, give 

�”�‹�•�‡�� �–�‘�� �î�•�‡�ƒ�•�‹�•�‰�ˆ�—�Ž�� �…�‘�‹�•�…�‹�†�‡�•�…�‡�ï�� �ƒ�•�†�� �•�›�•�‡�”�æ
gies.ȱ "ÉÇÇÓ ÅÔ ÁÌ ɉΤΡΡΪɊ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÎÃÅ 

periods of synchronicity are experienced, 

ÔÈÅ ÁÆÆÅÃÔÅÄ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ Ȱare left with a burning 

question as to how to bring this about again 

more reliablyȱȢ !ÃËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÍÉÔÁȤ

tion of biophysical science alone, they 

ÕÔÉÌÉÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ȬÓÏÃÉÁÌ-ecological 

ÒÅÓÉÌÉÅÎÃÅȭ ÔÏ ÉÍÐÌÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎÓ ÅÍÅÒÇÅ 

out of the complex fusion found when 

society interacts with biophysical complex-

ity. Learning through these experiences 

may enable future players to search for 

synchronistic opportunities and influence 

the pace and direction of change as well as 

becoming active in creating new realities.  

needed as to date those intangible values 

have often been ignored or simply left out 

of the balance sheet when it comes to 

assessing the costs and benefits of conser-

vation management.  

Focusing on sacred natural sites, the 

project seeks synergies for developing 

resilience and adaptation in socio-

ecological systems during times of uncer-

ÔÁÉÎÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÁÎÇÅȢ  4ÈÅ Ȱ0ÒÅÃÉÏÕÓ %ÁÒÔÈȱ 

project consists of two books and a web-

site. One volume will consist of peer re-

Sacred nature: Many people cannot put a 

price on nature because they feel that 

their relationship to it is sacred. The Cul-

tural Values and Nature Initiative (CVNI) is 

assisting IUCN in bringing out experiences 

from researchers, conservation practitio-

ners and indigenous groups from around 

the world to talk about sacred nature.  

4ÈÅ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÉÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ0ÒÅÃÉÏÕÓ %ÁÒÔÈȱ ÁÎÄ 

demonstrates how cultural and spiritual 

values can be integrated into conservation 

management and policy. This work is much 

viewed articles, primarily aimed at conser-

vationists and scientists. A second synthe-

sis volume is expected to try and articulate 

ÔÈÅ Ȭ!-B-#ȭ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÃÒÅÄ ÄÉÍÅÎÓÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ 

nature to decision makers. CVNI accommo-

dates the web-based component of the 

project which will feature case studies, 

book chapters and multi-media documen-

tation on the various projects. Work on the 

website has already commenced whilst the 

first (peer reviewed) volume is expected 

to be launched in 2010. For more informa-

tion contact:  bas@earthcollective.net  
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Poetry  Poetry  

PiecePiece  

Biggs et al (2008): Engaging a Window of Opportunity: Synchronicity between a Regional River Conservation Initiative and Broader Water Law Reform in South 

Africa. 'International Journal of Water Resources Development, 24:3, 329 ɂ 343.  Revealing Research presents information aimed at challenging  the reader. 

Revealing Research:                                         Revealing Research:                                         Revealing Research:                                         

Synchronicity and conservation effortsSynchronicity and conservation effortsSynchronicity and conservation efforts   
Below: Oliphants River, Kruger National Park 


