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Reintroducing, not reinventing, who we are:..
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the difference actually between Earth-
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this question we thought it about time
Qd\revisit the question for those of you
who may still wondering. This is for a
101 AAO 1T &£ OAAOIT O
important that our partners, members
students have a clear idea with whom
they are engaging & with what identity.
The next few paragraphs will provide
some more clarity and background.

EarthCollectiveis a professional peeto
-peer network which was setup in 2006
by Wageningen University graduates.
As a group we felt we had plenty of
ideas and contacts after our studies and
were keen to put them into action. So
OEAOGBO Eix EO OOA:«
months of brainstorming and meetings
we found three main opportunities
which we wanted to pursue these
subsequently evolved into: PRESENCE;
eyesdearth & CVNI (see page 6 for info)

EarthCollective members therefore
worked hard at catalysing these various
initiatives  through close collaboration
with relevant partners.  The network
has taken an enabling and facilitating
role with the background vision of
revitalising links between nature and
human weltbeing. The PRESENCE
initiative has evolved quickest to date.

§ Cambria (SA):In November 2009, the

PRESENCE network successfully held its
third annual workshop. The purpose of

& the workshop was to facilitate dialogue

around proposed measures &and
incentives for landscape/catchment
restoration (e.g. Payments/Rewards for
Ecosystem Services (PES) in and arounc
the Baviaanskloof MegeReserve.
Special emphasis was put on current
status of research and implementation,
future strategy and coordination; and
future needs, roles and responsibilities
(various stakeholders, institutions etc.).
Outcomes of the workshop included
the following agreed question areas:

Farmscale Restration ModelDevelop a
detailed integrated restoration model
for one specific farm;

A few images of the interaction from the 20(

PRESENCE Workshop held at the World Her|
Interpretive Centre cat Cambria, Baviaanskloof M

Institutional framework: Distilling &
| testing experiences from around the
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Positive ideas. Happening
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PRESENCEas setup asa collaborative 5 1. Coordinate the PRESENCE learning

South-North platform to support and
guide researchimplementation  for
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display a healthy mix of ecosystems,
wildlife diversity and human landises.

From the outset, PRESENCE involved
numerous locallinternational partners
to support this shared vision. In that
sense, it has also taken the shape of a
learning network for restoration. The
initial focus for trialing the PRESENCE
approach onground has been in the
Baviaanskloof ~MegeReserve and
PRESENCE partners have made invalu
able contributions to keep momentum.

EarthCollective members based in
South Africa knew that in order for
their catalytic work to be fully realized 2
PRESENCE needed an institutional
home to ensure continued growth. So
EarthCollective members formed Living
Lands in late 2008 to act as the secre-
tariat and coordinating body for the
PRESENCE platform/network.

Living Landsis now a registered and

growing South Africa Section 21 NPO
guiding the restoration and conserva-
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around the Baviaanskloof Mega

Reserve. Embodying much of the Earth-
Collective approach and philosophy,
Living Lands current roles are to:

w

world to develop a PES institutional

framework for the Baviaanskloof. How

do we develop an institutional structure

to facilitate dialogue for a sustainable

shared direction amongst landowners

researchers, EC Parks, government,
implementing agents in the region?

Stewardship: How do we promote
stewardship values and behaviours
amongst all stakeholders? Development
methodology for biodiversity
management planning with a view to
implement stewardship arrangements.

Behaviour Change: Understand likely
behavioral changes amongst all
stakeholders as a consequence of PES;
what will the implications of these
changes be for the environment and
community in the Baviaanskloof? Can
we study this only after launch or also
during the process (with interventions)?

network and related initiatives;

2. Coordinate the growth of the PRES-
ENCE Learning Village (Kouga Dardl R
3. Manage the Elemental Equity naturax E E A E

capital fund and related investments in
landscape restoration (e.g. spekboom
reforestation for carbon/CO2 capture);
4. Facilitate training, education and
stewardship related to capacity building
for community-based conservation and
natural resource management.

The vision of Living Lands is to tap into
North-South collaboration, partnerships

and cultural exchange to build long

term local and regional capacity.

Some of the original EarthCollective
team now work for Living Lands. And
this naturally causes some confusion.
But while Living Lands grows and finds
its own legs these members will main-
tain involvement to ensure its South
! £FOEAAT ZEOOOOAS

now is to provide continued support
where necessary (e.g. with news &
communication, media, email support)
and network members - even those not
based in SAAT T OET OA Of
info, knowledge and assistance.

370
paints a clearer picture for all involved.
After taking a break last quarter the
Seasonal Supplemeris now back with
an expanded 6page issue. Enjoy+ MZ

Vegetation & Flows: What is the
influence of vegetation on base flows,
flood flows and sediment flows?

Resource EconomicstWhat are thekey
AAOGECT AT i1 DPITAT OO
working if we only let landowners pay
for water; what is the package for PES?
Integral for economic valuation studies.

Hydrology: What will we learn from the

quantification of hydrological effects of

restoration at the catchment level? We
need to identify priority areas (including
on-ground monitoring/ data collation)

Agriculture: How do we ensure
sustainable livestock management in
degraded and semiegraded areas in
relation to carbon sequestration?
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http://www.earthcollective.net/category/earthcollective-network/publications/seasonal-supplement/
http://www.earthcollective.net/presence-in-the-baviaanskloof-workshop/
http://www.earthcollective.net/809/
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Seasonal Supplement

Aesthetic quality Stimulation

Naturalness
The untouched, and
un-commercialzed

Novelty

Above: Images which tourists felt adde(
to their Baviaanskloof experience; and {
framework for most important themes

which make up this natural experience.
Source Wietske Fousert, WUR MSc 20

* PRESENCE: Participatory Restoration
Ecosystem SErvices & Natural Capital, Easte
Cape (SA). PRESENCE is a collaborative & m
stakeholder network aimed at guiding the
OAOOiI OAGEI T 1 & 01 EOEI (
PRESENCE is an initiative of EarthCollective; t|
SA Living Lands foundation acts as secretariat.

Research for PRESENCE in the Baviaanskloof}
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tem & Landscape Services Programme (SELS)

Humera Igbal Dutch):
Involved with marketing
and communication
related to PRESENCE,
Living Lands...& enjoy-
ing learning a lot of new
things about nature.

Marjan Sommeijer
(Dutch): Modelling the
water balance of the
western Baviaanskloof
to determine rainfall

ATTITUDES TOWARD RESTORATION Annie's

Annie Montpetit recently completed
her MSc thesis aimed at assessing
Oi OOEOI I PAOAOI 008
nature and landscape restoration in the
Gamtoos Valley. Her research involved
20 stakeholders in the Gamtoos Valley.
Annie gained insight into perceptions,
beliefs and knowledge of local tourism
operators regarding solutions for sus-
tainable natural resource management.
The study evaluated whether views of
operators in the Gamtoos Valley were
aligned with the goals and objectives of
ongoing nature restoration initiatives.

Annie's overall results underlined the
importance of nature for tourism in the
region & highlighted the need to pro-
vide more solutionoriented informa-
tion about conservation/restoration.
Specifically, findings from the inter-
views highlighted the idea that tourism
operators evaluated nature for the
benefits they obtain from it. Operators
perceived nature as the most important
asset for tourism. They acknowledged
that the outstanding beauty of the area
is the main tourism attraction in the
Gamtoos Valley and they all agreed that
tourism in the region is an industry
benefiting from the natural environ-
ment. Furthermore, tourism operators
expressed serious concerns regarding
how negative impacts of environmental
problems issues such as water scarcity,
landscape degradation and invasive
alien species may affect tourism, agri-
culture and employment in the region.

Operators agreed that tourism develop-
ment should be planned according to
TAOOOASG T AAASE 1
should be done to protect nature in the
Gamtoos Valley. Some interviewees
argued that tourism operators would
ba willing tc irvest money in restora-
tion of the natural environment if they
clearly understood the benefits of it.
Furthermore, all tourism operators
would like to receive more information
about landscape restoration as they
consider restoration important for the
success of tourism development.

recommendations include:
greater targeted education and aware-
ness; positive incentives; developing
attractions which showcase natural
assets; greater local community involve-
ment and that restoration should not

be seen as the only solution to reverse
biodiversity loss: sustainable strategies
regarding resource consumption and
land management are essential.

Annie sincerely thanks the willing &
friendly contributions from participants

Text: Annie Montpetit & Matthew Zylstra
[mail to: matthew@earthcollective.net]
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EXPERIENCING THE BAVIAANSKLOO preserving

Wietske Fousert recently completed

her MSc thesis and sought to unpack
what exactly it is that makes up the
tourism experience in the

Baviaanskloof. Her work explored how
tourists respond to various landscapes,
scenery, wildlife and activities. This
study was done in order to better
define public restoration preferences as
well as for identifying responsible
tourism markets. Wietske interviewed
over 30 respondents and presented
photos of various landscapes, wildlife,
activities in order to trigger tourists

responses to that particular experience.

Wietske identified which landscapes
both enhanced and minimised the
O0i OOEOCO AgGpPpAOEAT AA
scapes invoked positive feelings of
quietness, peace and tranquillity. She
found that certain aspects of natural

environment (e.g. running wildlife,

spectacular geology and wildflowers) A

and activities such as hiking, 4x4 driving
and swimming were associated with
feelings of isolation, adventure and
naturalness (noncommercialization)
Landscape degradation, when identi-
fied as such, was negatively perceived.
Interaction with locals (hospitality),
interesting information and conserva-
tion projects, e.g. leopardfriendly
initiative, scored the highest positive
meanings for the tourists interviewed.

The most important meanings derived
from these experiences related to:
Stimulation (an interest to learn); Nov-
elty (an escape from everyday life,
feeling the special atmosphere); Inter-
active (getting involved with, interact-
ing with locals); Hedonic (adventure,
excitement); Isolation (peace, quiet-
ness, being in nature); Nostalgia (good
memories, thinking about the past).
Tourists interviewed valued conserva-
tion & restoration; ecologically healthy
1 AT AGAAPAON
conservationminded farmer image.

Recommendations include enhancing
sociakcultural features; providing more

local information & education and
the current
‘naturalness’ (ecological and social

cultural), developing sustainable tour-
ism infrastructure to further attract
nature lovers to the wild Baviaanskloof.

Text: Wietske Fousert & Matthew Zylstra
[mail to: matthew@earthcollective.net]
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CRACKING THE CODE: WETLAND LOSS

Western Baviaanskloof (SA): In what is
now becoming a tradition, another
group of Rhodes University Honors
students visited the Baviaanskloof
during late January. The purpose of
their trip was to carry out further as-
sessment of the geo/hydro/biophysical
characteristics of the area. These stu-_

dents were from the Geography and” Z

Environmental Sciences Department
and were guided by Professors Kate
Rowntree and Fred Ellery. New insights
emerged.Click here for full story...
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ATIME TO P(R)AY FOR ECOSERVICES?

In recent weeks and months, heavy rain
has fallen in many parts of South Africa
but still not in the Baviaanskloof, Kouga
and Gamtoos catchments. Dams supply-
ing Port Elizabeth are below 20% and
Kouga Dam is now at 35%. Is enough

being done or is a disaster looming?
Click here for the full story...
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http://www.ffu.uni-freiburg.de/englisch/index_en.html
http://www.sal.wur.nl/UK/
http://www.earthcollective.net/wetland-loss-erosion-cracking-the-code/
http://www.earthcollective.net/a-time-to-pray-for-ecosystem-services/
http://www.avans.nl/
http://www.wur.nl
http://www.hasdenbosch.nl/

